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Santa Rosa, CA 
consortium launched 
local celebration 
week of March 8 to 
correspond with 
International  
Women’s Day.

Spread to other 
communities the 
following year.

National Women’s 
history Alliance 
led lobbying for 
years.

President Jimmy 
Carter issued 
Presidential  
Proclamation 
March 8th week as 
National Women’s 
History Week.

1978 1980

Congress passed a resolution: March is Women’s History Month

Women’s History Month Origins
1st Women's Day celebration in the United States New York City

1987
Sources:  https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/womens-history-month
Women’s History Month: March 2023 (census.gov)
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1909

https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/
https://www.womenshistory.org/womens-history/womens-history-month
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2023/womens-history-month.html


Special Spotlight Women’s History Profiles

Women’s contribution in health and science Doctors

Patients

Contributors

Nurses

Advocates

Scientists

ChemistsInventors

v June Almeida
v Elizabeth Blackwell, MD
v Kezzmekia Corbett, PhD
v Drs. Pearl Kendrick & Grace Eldering
v Henrietta Lacks
v Helen Rodrigues-Trias, MD
v Anna Wessels Williams, MD
v Flossie Wong-Staahl, PhD

Pharmacists
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Perfected two techniques
to examine images clearly & quickly 
identify viruses:

Negative staining in the 1960s. 
She identified/created pictures 
amongst the first identified 
human coronavirus
Electron microscopy 
In 2019 Almeida’s techniques 
were used to identify the novel 
coronavirus

June Almeida, Virologist 1st to Identify Coronavirus

1930-2007

Source: http://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/June-almeida
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http://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/June-almeida


• Blackwell moved with her family to 
America from England in 1832, settling in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

• No Medical colleges allowed women to 
enroll. But Blackwell persevered and was 
eventually accepted at Geneva College in 
New York. 

• Blackwell graduated first in her 1849 
class. 

• Opened clinics to treat poor women, and 
a medical college in New York City, both 
focused on supporting women pursuing 
careers in medicine.

Elizabeth Blackwell, MD:  1st Woman to receive a U.S. Medical Degree
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1821-1910

Sources: Picture National Library of Medicine #101448099
Degree https://www.radcliffe.harvard.edu/schlesinger-library/item/geneva-medical-college-diploma-elizabeth-blackwell-184

http://resource.nlm.nih.gov/101448099
https://www.radcliffe.harvard.edu/schlesinger-library/item/geneva-medical-college-diploma-elizabeth-blackwell-184


National Institutes of Health scientist. 
She and her team utilized previous 

knowledge of coronaviruses to tackle the 
COVID-19 virus 

Dr. Corbett received a PhD in microbiology 
and immunology from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Her early research, prior to the pandemic, 
involved studying the spike proteins on the 
surface of coronaviruses.

Assistant Professor of Immunology and 
Infectious Diseases, Harvard University
T. H. Chan School of Public Health

Source:  Kizzmekia S Corbett | Academic Profile | Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett, COVID-19 Vaccine Developer

1986-
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https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/profile/kizzmekia-s-corbett/


Drs. Kendrick & Elderling, Whooping Cough Vaccine

Pearl Kendrick 1890-1980
Grace Elderling 1900-1988

Eldering and Kendrick 
researched pertussis 
(whooping cough), tested 
their vaccine first on 
themselves, and then ran 
a successful clinical trial. 

This resulted in the first 
vaccine against the 
disease being introduced 
in America in the 1940s.
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Sources: https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/the-women-who-made-modern-vaccines-work

https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/the-women-who-made-modern-vaccines-work


Henrietta did not consent to cells 
from her cervical cancer biopsy 
being used, yet her cells have done 
more than any other person to 
advance medicine, & continue to 
proliferate
Her family continues to fight for 
control over the use of their genetic 
information & compensation
Her cells created an immortal HeLa 
cells which contributed to polo 
vaccines, HIV, HPV vaccines, COVID-
19 vaccines, & cancer treatments
More than 11,000 publications & 3 
Nobel prizes involved HeLa cells

Source:  Henrietta Lacks - National Academy of Medicine (nam.edu)

Henrietta Lacks, Immortal Cancer Patient Cells

1920-1951
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https://nam.edu/womens-history-month/henrietta-lacks/


Helped bring national attention to HIV 
& AIDS devastation among inner-city 
mothers & children
Founding member in 1970, Committee 
to End Sterilization Abuse
1st Latina president of the American 
Public Health Association
Presidential Citizen's Medal 2001 for 
her work on behalf of women, children, 
people with HIV and AIDS, and the poor

Helen Rodriguez-Trias, Pediatrician & Activist

1929- 2001

Changing the Face of Medicine | HelenRodriguez-Trias (nih.gov) 8

https://cfmedicine.nlm.nih.gov/physicians/biography_273.html


In 1894, Isolated a strain of diphtheria, a 
bacterial infection of the nose and 
throat, used to develop the 1st 
diphtheria anti-toxin and later a 
diphtheria vaccine. 
1st woman elected chair of the 
laboratory section of the American 
Public Health Association.
Many years later, diphtheria is now 
completely preventable, and children 
around the world are protected from it 
through the combined diphtheria, 
tetanus and pertussis (DTP) vaccines.

Dr. Anna Wessels Williams:  Diphtheria Vaccine

1863-1954

Sources: https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/the-women-who-made-modern-vaccines-work Photo via NIH.
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https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/the-women-who-made-modern-vaccines-work
https://cfmedicine.nlm.nih.gov/physicians/biography_331.html


Virologist and molecular biologist 
National Cancer Institute (NCI)
1st scientist to clone HIV and 
determine the function of its 
genes, a significant step in proving 
that HIV is the cause of AIDS & 
diagnostic development
In 1983, simultaneously with Luc 
Montagnier in France, Wong-Staal 
and her colleagues discovered HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS

Flossie Wong-Staal, 1st to Clone & Map HIV Virus

1947-2020

Source: Biography of Flossie Wong-Staal - The Wonder Women Project
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https://www.thewonderwomenproject.org/pages/biography-of-flossie-wong-staal


California Department of Public Health (CDPH)Resources
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International Women's 
Day CDPH communication 
materials and assets in 
English and Spanish we invite 
you to use and share can be 
found HERE.

Holi is a beautiful Hindu festival that 
celebrates the triumph of good over 
evil and the arrival of spring. Known as 
the "festival of colors" or the "festival of 
love", Holi is a joyous occasion marked 
by singing, dancing, feasting, and the 
throwing of colorful powder and water!

Holi communication materials and 
assets we invite you to use and share 
can be found HERE.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xg2tG19lJv681f-BZCkFevszwGVDKvr9
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Lz_AHLNCO-q5X5j1Qz-j-WyRhUY7muOT


Additional Resources

Courtesy of Kaia Chessen
Science Stories is a database featuring over 600 stories about 
women in science. Click here or on the logo on your left to visit the 
database:  http://www.sciencestories.io/welcome

https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org

Click here to download the NWHM 2021 Women's History Month 
Resource Toolkit, filled with links to biographies, events, and 
programming to celebrate this important month.

Women's History Month - National Academy of Medicine (nam.edu)
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https://immunizelac.org

http://www.sciencestories.io/
http://www.sciencestories.io/welcome
https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/
https://www.womenshistory.org/sites/default/files/document/2021-03/NWHM%20Women%27s%20History%20Month%20Toolkit.pdf
https://nam.edu/womens-history-month/
https://immunizelac.org/


Women’s History Legacies Call to Action
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To find a vaccine location near you
(1) Go to www.VaccinateLACounty.com or

(2) Call Department of Public Health (DPH) Vaccine Call Center at 
1-833-540-0473. (Open 8:00am-8:30pm, 7 days a week) or 

(3) If you are someone you know is home-bound or have difficulty leaving the home 
safely to get vaccinated against COVID-19, you can request an in-home vaccination. 
Self-referrals and referrals from churches, organizations, agencies, providers, caregivers, 
family members, and loved ones are all welcome.

http://www.vaccinatelacounty.com/

